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National Day of Prayer 
 
      The Richmond Hill Clergy Association 
invites the community to a local observance of 
the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 1. 
The program will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the 
County Annex. Civic leaders, scouts and 
pastors will take part. 
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Contact Holley Bensman 756-3173 to reserve  

Calendar for May 
Every Sunday 

Nursery           09:45AM � 
12:00PM 

Sunday School   09:45 AM 
               Worship Service   11:00 AM 

Children�s Church         11:15 AM 
 
Every Wednesday: 

 Children�s Choir     3:30 PM 
                Adult Choir             7:00 PM 
                Youth Fellowship     7:00 PM 
 
Every Thursday 
 Magnolia Manor Bible Study   10:00 AM 
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This is an outstanding church! 
 
      I am so pleased by the eager support you have shown to me in these early weeks. Marcia and I 
are grateful for all the ways you have welcomed our family. I can see and hear and taste and feel 
the enthusiasm as this church is ready for a new chapter of our continuing mission and ministry. 
 
      I must specifically offer my appreciation to everyone who provided the Saturday open house. 
Thelma Considine, Ricky Blanton and all who worked with them created a great celebration. Joe 
and Annette Daniel�s hospitality is so fantastic. The children who welcomed our sons have launched 
new friendships. You�ve helped me with the �First 7 Introductions� and kind words. Your prayers for 
me bring me confidence and reassurance. 
 
      So you�ll know, the temporary schedule which has provided me time here and time in Charlotte 
has worked fairly well. I�ll be in Richmond Hill Saturday night through Wednesday again for two 
more weeks. The elders of our Session OK�d some leave time for me to finish the move from 
Charlotte. I�ll be away from May 8-22 to spend Mother�s Day with Marcia, be part of Ben and Zach�s 
last days of school there, and help finish the last boxes for our move. It will be great to be here 
together full time as of Memorial Weekend. 
 
      Thanks be to God for the ways all the practical details are lining up in place. Even more thanks 
to God for all the ways our spiritual lives are being fostered, drawn together, and sent out to 
produce abundant Kingdom fruit. 
 
Wishing you Peace and Joy, 
 
Greg 
 
 
 

Updates for your address book:     ���� 
 
Greg and Marcia Gillispie, 553 Bristol Way, Richmond Hill GA 31324 
 
Phone:  312-4943 
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Save the dates! 

�BEACH PARTY� Vacation Bible 
School 

Evenings July 27-31 
Morning Worship August 3 

 
 

From the Session 
 
Not a lot has been happening with Session since 
our last report; however, we are about to get very 
busy, now that we have our Pastor on board. 
There was no meeting in April. We will be having 
a joint meeting with the Deacons on May 4 to 
make plans with Greg for the coming months. We 
are very excited about having Greg here, even 
though his family hasn�t joined him yet, but that 
won�t be for long. 
 
These are exciting times for RHPC and we can 
hardly wait to see what God has in store for us. 
There is much anticipation about the times that 
are ahead of us. What a wonderful turn-out we 
had for the reception to welcome Greg and his 
family. The committee did a great job with the food 
and all the arrangements. Thanks to all who 
worked on that. These PW ladies can really put it 
on when they�re called upon! 
 
To find out more about what�s happening, check 
out the committee reports in this edition of 
Happenings. Everyone has been busy. We invite 
you to share your thoughts and suggestions with 
your officers, because we are here to serve you 
and what you think is important. 
  
God bless, 
Barbara Wright, Clerk of Session 
 
Commitment Witness & Service 
 
Recently our committee was asked to respond to 
a question from the Savannah Presbytery:  �How 
does your church reach your local community 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ?�   
 
In response, I had only to look at the work outlined 
by my predecessors on this committee.  Scott and 
Lisa Yackel, two valuable members of our 

congregation graciously allowed me to borrow from 
their summary of the mission work currently in 
progress at Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church.  I 
submit this article with their support and permission. 
 
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church supports many 
mission projects, both locally and globally.  There is 
truly something for everyone to become a part of � if 
they are willing and able.  Spreading God�s Word 
through mission work is an integral part of not only 
our church � but part of our service as a Christian, as 
well.  Mission work, as a general topic, may fall under 
the responsibilities of the Commitment, Witness, and 
Service Committee.  However, these tasks are 
accomplished by so many of us � the Youth, the 
Presbyterian Women of the Church, the Sunday 
School classes, and many other individuals within our 
church all contribute to various projects throughout 
the year.  The following synopsis includes many of 
our year round programs.  Tune in later to hear more 
about our seasonal opportunities for outreach and 
ministry! 
 

• Food for the sick and/or those in need � In 
times of illness or bereavement, it is a great 
blessing to receive a meal or a phone call from 
a fellow church member.  Annette Daniel and 
Thelma Considine are in charge of this 
ministry and are always looking for volunteers 
who can help prepare a meal. 

 
• Visitation of the sick � Those church 

members, either ill at home or in the hospital, 
may be visited by not only our deacons and 
elders, but by anyone in our congregation who 
feels a calling for this need.  Please contact 
the church office at 756-2339 or Ricky Blanton 
at 727-5459 if you know someone needing a 
visit or if you have questions or are willing to 
volunteer in this much needed way. 

 
• Visitation to new attendees in the church � 

Making a decision to join a congregation or 
just committing to return as a regular attendee 
can be a challenge!  This group of volunteers 
reaches out to make our visitors feel welcome 
and to answer any questions that they may 
have about our church and its programs.  Any 
and all church members are encouraged to 
volunteer in this endeavor. 

 
• Magnolia Manor Bible Study � Our church 

Session/Committee Reports 
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facilitates a weekly bible study on Thursday 
mornings at our local retirement community.  
Volunteers who are willing to lead the study 
should contact Joan Chase. 

 
• 1st Sunday � Canned goods, hygiene items, 

and toiletries are collected for the local Way 
Station.  This local food bank is an outreach 
mission supported by several local churches 
and schools.  Open on Thursday mornings, 
they provide three days of food each month 
for those who qualify.   

 
• Helping Hands � This local ministry does 

various projects throughout the year to help 
those in need.  These projects may include 
painting the house of an elderly person or 
building a ramp for someone who is 
handicapped.  There are countless 
opportunities for much needed outreach! 

 
• Soup Kitchen � This ministry delivers meals 

to those in need all over the Richmond Hill 
area, ranging from the disabled and elderly 
who are house-bound to those who truly 
cannot afford to eat.  �Food for the Soul� is 
run out of the Richmond Hill Methodist 
Church on Thursday afternoons.  Our own 
contact person for this important ministry is 
Mary Burns. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ricky Blanton, 
Commitment, Witness, and Service   

 
Worship Committee 

 
Your Worship Committee had our first meeting with 
Reverend Gillespie on April 15 and we discussed a 
number of issues relevant to our worship services 
and our sanctuary and narthex. 
 
Even before Rev. Gillespie had arrived, it had been 
pointed out to your committee that we were 
potentially in violation of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act because of the last row of chairs on 
the back wall of the sanctuary.  We have observed 
that these chairs prevent wheelchairs and some 
persons with other disabilities from having easy 
access to our church.  Aside from possibly being in 
violation of the law, we certainly don�t want anyone 
to feel less than totally welcomed to participate in 

our services. 
 
We will, therefore, be removing two of the three 
sections of chairs on the back wall and respectfully 
request all members to reserve the remaining seats 
for persons who require this padded seating. 
 
Now that the refurbishment and redecoration of our 
narthex has been successfully completed, your 
Worship Committee was asked to assume the 
responsibility for maintaining the upkeep of this 
area.  The mission of your Committee is to prevent 
clutter, to monitor postings on the bulletin board for 
timeliness and to ensure that this area remains an 
inviting entry way to our sanctuary for both visitors 
and our congregation. 
 
Susan Davis has agreed to head this effort.  It was 
recommended that postings on the bulletin board in 
the narthex be limited to no more than four weeks in 
duration (except in certain rare cases).   Please be 
so kind as to write in the date of posting in the lower 
left corner of any item placed on the bulletin board.  
Your kind cooperation in complying with these 
guidelines will be greatly appreciated. 
 
It is our prayer that the above items will be viewed 
as positive changes to our worship environment to 
further enhance the worship experience for our 
congregation and guests as well. 
 
Christian Education Committee 
  
Our Graduates:   
 
Kristen Rebekah Broughan daughter of Stephen 
and Joyce Broughan graduates from Richmond Hill 
High School on May 24, 2008. She plans on 
attending Savannah Technical College for the 
Cosmetology Degree Program. 
  
Brian Prusa, son of Tom and Kathy, graduated from 
Georgia Southern University on December 7, 2007.  
His Bachelor of Arts Degree was in photography 
and art.  He is presently living in Asheville, North 
Carolina. 
  
Justin Norris Jones, son of Jimmie & Donna Norris 
will graduate from Georgia Southern University 
School of Business Management/ Logistics. 
Commencement exercise May 10th at Paulson 
Stadium . 
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Kevin Yackel, son of Lisa & Scott Yackel will 
graduate from Florida Coastal School of Law with 
his Juris Doctorate on May 17th.  His wife, Erin, 
recently graduated from Lesley University with her 
Masters in Education.  She will continue her 
teaching career in St. Mary’s while Kevin will be 
joining a law firm specializing in real estate law.  
They reside in Woodbine, Georgia. 
  
Jay Parker will graduate from the University of 
Virginia School of Law on Sunday, May 18th, 2008. 
He will complete an Internship in Washington, D.C. 
this summer prior to moving to Jackson, Mississippi 
in August where he will be working as a Law Clerk 
for Judge Leslie H. Southwick with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, which hears appeals 
from the federal district courts of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas. While working in this 
position, Jay will be preparing to take the Bar Exam 
and making plans for the future. Jay is the son of 
Jamie and Ellen Parker.  
  
Meredith Louise Fox daughter of Glenn and Cheryl. 
Graduated with a 3.55 grade point average, 
maintaining the Dean’s list  every semester and kept 
the Hope scholarship all four years of college.   
She is involved in Gamma Beta Phi and Zeta Tau 
Alpha.  She is also a member of Beta Beta Beta and 
Kappa Mu Epsilon.  She is also an active volunteer 
at Oconee Regional Medical Center.  She plans to 
get a biological researching job in Atlanta after she 
graduates and hopes to get into P.A. school in a 
year. (Physician’s Assistant) 
 
Chris jones will be graduating in December.  He is 
looking forward to going to Savannah Tech. 
College, or possibly in the military.  He is undecided 
at this time.  He is an Eagle Scout and will be 
having his Eagle ceremony on May 8, 2008 at the 
Church at 7.p.m.  His parents are Roger and 
Maryann Jones 
  

Presbyterian Women 
 
Hooray!!! Greg Marcia, Zach and Ben have finally 
arrived and we have had our first service with our 
new pastor.  The analogy that Greg drew about our 
plans going forward like those of Jeremiah, reminds 
us again, that it is Gods� plan for us that is 
paramount. 
 
The reception was a happy occasion on 
Saturday12th as was second cup on the Sunday. 

Everyone in the congregation that helped was just 
amazing and everything went off without a hitch. 
The members of RHPC are a great bunch and really 
know how to �throw a party�.  Many thanks to 
everyone who helped. 
 
Our April meeting on 17th was a well attended and 
we had a happy time of fellowship. Our study of 
�Come Thirsty� by Max Lucado is going well and we 
are enjoying his relaxed style of getting the 
message across.  We were happy to welcome two 
new ladies Kathy Nelson and Lisa Weinstein this 
month and we hope they will be back to join us for 
future meetings. 
 
As in previous years the Presbyterian women are 
again selling the Mothers day cards for the 
prevention of Malaria in affected countries. Please 
support our efforts by bringing the funds and buying 
cards for the special lady in your family and life. 
 
Our Mothers Day program is in the planning and we 
will be busy with that this month. 
We are officially in recess for the three months 
starting June, but the ladies are planning a social 
evening to roll bandages for third world countries 
before we stop. It is a fun evening with good eats 
and fellowship. All the ladies in the congregation are 
invited to this lovely evening. We will advertise the 
date and time. 
 
This is a blessed time in our church life and we look 
forward to unity, love and working together for the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
 
Thelma Considine, Moderator 
 
 
  

 
 

 

Youth Fellowship Calendar for May 
 
Wednesday, May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 31st    
7:00 - 8:00 Youth Meeting/Program  
 
May 3rd - Barbecue 
May 31st - Kroger Bagging 
Various Dates � Silent Auction Work 
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The Youth, along with the men of the church will 
hold a fundraising barbecue on the 3rd of May.  The 
men of the church will be cooking the Boston Butts 
on Friday for distribution & sale on Saturday.  If you 
are interested in purchasing a Boston Butt or a 
barbecue dinner please contact Karen Martinez 
756-2466 or Holley Bensman 756-3173.   While we 
are trying to pre-sell most of our tickets, Boston 
Butts will be available for purchase Saturday 
Morning.  Boston Butts are $20.00 and barbecue 
dinners will be $7.00 Boston butts will be distributed 
on Saturday morning from 9:00 to 1:00 and dinners 
will be distributed from 10:30 to 1:00.  Proceeds 
from this fundraiser will go toward funding the 
Youth�s mission trip to Port St. Joe Florida in July.   
More about our upcoming mission trip in the June 
newsletter. 
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Relay for Life was a blast! Not only was the event 
well attended, but we all had a great time.  Our 
booth was beautiful!  John Wilson designed the 
staging, drew it out on plywood and the youth 
helped to paint it.  The theme was �Graceland� with 
the front depicting Graceland mansion and on the 
back - pictures of Elvis and his fans.  We sold 
hamburgers, hotdogs and peanut butter and 
mayonnaise sandwiches.  We even won and award 
for the booth with the best food!  Total contributions 
to Relay for Life were over $1000 for our Church.   
 
The youth have been working very hard on 
fundraising activities in the month of April.  We have 
had 1 Kroger bagging day and several �silent 
auction� work days.   Saturday, April 26 th  8 of our 
youth and 6 parents spent 4  hours working at the 
Burnt Church Cemetery raking leaves, mowing and 
using weed eaters.  Thanks to all the youth and 
their parents who helped.  Special thanks go to 
Danny Brown who brought his mower in to cut the 
grass & mulch the leaves.  He made our job much 
easier.   
 

 

 

May Birthdays! 
 

Diana Wilson b.5/1 

Justin Sasser b.5/5 

Michele Durrance b.5/9 

Dewayne James b.5/9 

Tiffany Broughan b.5/11 

Graham Garrett b.5/12 

Jim Lynes b.5/12 

Sarah Parker b.5/12 

Alexandria Wood b.5/15 

Cheryl Fox b.5/16 

Steven Arnsdorff b.5/18 

Austin & Frankie Pool w.5/18 

Andrew Martinez b.5/19 

Nathan Martinez b.5/19 

Philip Martinez b.5/19 
Shane & Michele 
Durrance w.5/22 

Evan Garrett b.5/22 

Marshall Worsham b.5/22 

Beth Crowe-Finley b.5/25 

Kathy Prusa b.5/25 

Norma Johnston b.5/26 

Christopher Jones b.5/26 

Del & Sue Turner III w.5/26 

Scott Turner b.5/28 

Victoria Wood b.5/28 

Robert Prusa b.5/29 

Anna Ladson b.5/30 
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In your service to others keep to the humble 
works 

because they are works nobody else will do. 
It is never too small for God. 

For there are many people who can do the big 
things. 

But there are few people who will do the small 
things��

�

  Mother Teresa 
�
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Church Points of Contact: 

Pastor: 
Greg Gillispie:          (912) 756-2339 Office                       

Church Office: 
Telephone: 756-2339,  Fax: 756-2423 
 
The Session:  
Clerk of Session � Barbara Wright 
Telephone:  756-2131 
 
Deacons 
Moderator � Scott Bell  727-4435  

Scouting Program 
Girl Scouts - Sue Turner 756-2136 
Cub Scouts - Rick Bensman 756-3173 
Boy Scouts - Bill Johnston 727-2909 

Presbyterian Women:  
Moderator � Thelma Considine 727-3993 

Meals for the Sick 
Annette Daniel - 727-2975 
Thelma Considine - 727-3993 

Scheduling of Church House & Manse 
Building & Grounds � Scott Bell - 727-4435 

Scheduling use of Sanctuary 
Bobbie Lynes, Secretary 756-2339 

Sunday School Information 
Sunday School Supt. � Catie Bell 727-4435 

Children’s Church Information 
Children’s Church Dir. - Holly Bensman - 756-3173 

Youth Program Information  
Youth Director � Tami Garrett � 756-3634 

Nursery Information 
Nursery & Preschool Dir. - Julie Nelson - 756-3809 

Burnt Church Cemetery 
Paul Helmley - 727-2728, Tami Garrett - 756-3634 
Jimmy Lynes - 727-2067, Deanna Hardy - 727-2626 
Janie Moore -  727-2232 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

If you would like to submit an article or just a short 
announcement for inclusion in the June Newsletter, 
please call Tami Garrett at 756-3634 or email at 
tjgarrett@coastalnow.net.  The deadline for submitting 
information for the June newsletter is the 22nd of May 
 

RHPC Session Members 

Sue Turner 2010 

Burnard Exley 2010 

Sharon Worsham 2010 

Barbara Wright 2009 

Ricky Blanton 2009 

Patsy Miller 2009 

Mike Sisco 2008 

Alan Garrett 2008 

Kathy Prusa 2008 
 
 

RHPC Deacons 

Tim Proffit 2010 

Jeff Wood 2010 

Pam King 2010 

Joan Chase 2010 

David Day 2009 

Vacant Position 2009 

Holly Bensman 2009 

Mark Scott 2009 

Scott Bell 2008 

David Summerlin 2008 

Vacant Position 2008 

Evan Garrett 2008 
 

 

RHPC CHURCH STAFF 
 

  Greg Gillispie���.��          Pastor 
  Bobbie Lynes �����   Secretary 
  Norma Royals ����..     Music Director 
  Danny Shepard ����   Asst Music Dir. 
  Melinda Exley �����     Nursery 
  Julie Nelson �����..  Nursery 
  Mike Sisco ������.  Treasurer 

 

 


