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Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church 
July 27 � July 31, 2008 

 

 

 
 

Time:  6:30 � 8:30 pm Sunday - Thursday 

Ages:  Birth through Adult 

Dinner:  6:00 pm on 

Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 

Information:  Debbie Sisco -  756-3992 
 

More information on page 5 

Calendar for July 
Every Sunday 

Nursery                       09:45AM � 12:00PM 

Sunday School   09:45 AM 

               Worship Service   11:00 AM 
Children�s Church         11:15 AM 

 
Every Wednesday: 

 Children�s Choir     3:30 PM 
                Adult Choir             7:00 PM 

                Youth Fellowship     7:00 PM 
 
Every Thursday 
 Magnolia Manor Bible Study   10:00 AM 
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2 Older Adult 
Brainstorming 10:00 a.m. Church House 

6 Canned goods for  
Ways Station 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

6-12 Youth Mission trip 9:30 a.m. Port. St. Joe 

10 Presbyterian 
Women 7:00 p.m. Lisa Brown’s 

House 

12 Breakfast/Work             8:00 a.m. Church Prop. 

13 Deacons meeting 12:30 p.m. Church House 

13 Session meeting 6:30 p.m. Church House 

14 CE meeting 7:00 p.m. Church House 

15 Worship Comm. 7:00 p.m. Church House 

20 Communion 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

20 Pastor installation 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

20 No Family Night 
Supper   

22 Budget & 
Stewardship 7:00 p.m. Church House 

27 CW&S meeting 12:30 p.m. Church House 
27-
31 

Vacation Bible 
School   6:30 p.m. Sanctuary & 

Ch. House 
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 Session/Committee Reports 

From the Pastor  
With God�s blessing, we formalize a covenant relationship 
  

      Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church doesn�t have a pastoral installation service very often. In 
fact, the only one until now had been when David Long formally began his ministry at RHPC at its 
founding. As an interim pastor, Bill Lindeman was appointed for a specific time, rather than installed 
to a long-term pastorate. You may remember that first installation in the early 1990s, or maybe 
you�ve never been to something like this. Perhaps your church experiences have used differing 
forms of choosing clergy. In any case, here is my summary of the what, how, and why of the 
Presbyterian way to dedicate a new relationship between a pastor and a congregation. 

      How do Christians discern who God has prepared to lead and serve in a particular setting? 
Some denominations appoint pastors to a particular parish, a decision that is made beyond the local 
church. A pastor is sent to a community. For others, the local congregation does all the electing, 
ordaining and appointing, without needing approvals from bishops, conferences or associations. I 
am convinced that we Presbyterians blend the best of both styles.  

      A Presbyterian congregation prayerfully considers its needs and opportunities. A representative 
team works through the process, and it is the unique privilege of the congregation to elect its own 
leaders. Then, the process is taken through a review by the presbytery, the regional network of 
clergy and churches. We have the advantages of local decision-making, plus the benefit of a 
balanced, objective observation from our ministry partners in other churches. 

      Therefore it is the presbytery, not the congregation, which acts in God�s name to create and 
maintain each pastoral relationship. To bless the start of a pastorate, the presbytery carries out an 
installation service, always in the context of worship. Many of these installations are scheduled 
away from the usual Sunday morning service, in order that the presbytery can be fully represented 
with members and pastors of other congregations. 

      A pastoral installation is somewhat parallel to the swearing-in ceremony of elected leaders in 
secular government. It also has some echoes of a marriage ceremony. The pastor and the 
congregation will make solemn vows. Our elders and I will formally sign the covenant document 
which will guide our shared life. Clergy and elders of the presbytery will offer their advice and will 
pray for us. We will praise the Lord, and we all will seek God�s blessing on this partnership for the 
years ahead.  

      In light of Richmond Hill�s renewed emphasis on the high calling of all ordained officers, I�ve 
invited an elder to preach at the afternoon service on July 20. Lamar Thomas and his family have 
been beloved mentors to me and my family, at the Charlotte congregation and away from church 
too. After a morning service at which I will recall the foundations of Richmond Hill�s Presbyterian 
ministry � including rededication and use of original co mmunion ware of the Bryan Neck Church � 
our afternoon celebration will mark the formal launch of a new chapter of God�s work in our midst. 

      These installations don�t happen often, so this will be a unique opportunity for the people of our 
church. I hope many of you will be able to attend and participate in this exciting and holy event. I�m 
looking forward to it. We�re officially ready to launch! 

 
Wishing you Peace and Joy, 

Greg 
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Greg�s FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions 
 
      Now that the new pastor has begun to settle into new schedules and routines, Greg offers the 
members of the church background, information, and insights which may help you know more 
about him and his ministry in our midst. 
  
What is your schedule going to be?  

      My weekly pattern will have variety and flexibility, obviously. Still, here is the basic structure I 
intend to use, at least as a starting point. Ordinarily, Friday is my Sabbath day, away from regular 
church duties. Tuesdays I prioritize sermon research and preparation. I�m generally at the church 
much of the morning on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Afternoons will vary, between office 
work, visitations or other things that come up. I try to hold to two, not more than three, evenings 
per week for church meetings or such. 

      That�s the starting point, but please know that each week is different, so this is not at all set in 
stone. Emergencies and special events change all that too.  

  
When should we contact you  
about pastoral care matters? 

      Whenever you need! 
      Please don�t hesitate to call anytime. I want to know what is happening with you, your family, or 
even friends or neighbors who could benefit from a pastor, even if they�re not directly connected 
with RHPC.  

      I�d rather hear about a hospitalization or other concern from four people, rather than everyone 
assuming that somebody else has informed me. 

 
� Call me (or Bobbie) at church, 756-2339 
� My cell phone, 24/7, is 312-4943 
� Leave voice-mail at 756-2339:                              

o Press 4: The pastor�s voice mail 
o Press 2: Direct access to someone for emergencies or immediate contact   
o Greg and Marcia�s home number: 312-5196 

       
How do you handle confidentiality? 

My reputation elsewhere has been that I am very good at honoring the trust parishioners offer 
to me. When the door closes, whatever we talk about will stay confidential, just as is expected of all 
professional counselors. I want you to feel free to talk with your pastor about everything important 
in your life. 

My pattern is that I don�t even tell my wife about pastoral conversations that need to stay 
private. You�re welcomed to tell Marcia about your situation yourself, or give me permission to 
share news with her.  

This congregation is very big on praying for one another, and I highly encourage that. As you 
and I talk, tell me whether you are open to your situation being included in prayers by our boards 
and committees, sent out on our prayer e-mails, or announced aloud during worship. I�ll always 
honor appropriate requests for confidentiality, but I also see blessings that come to you when 
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others pray for you. You also offer a blessing to others who get the privilege of praying for you. 
  
What classes and Bible Studies will you teach? 

      I�ll be working with our Christian Education leaders to schedule a variety of Bible studies and 
special classes, starting in the fall. Although I am not currently leading a Sunday morning class, I 
welcome invitations to rotate through all of our groups � adults, teens, children, and weekday 
studies too. I�m happy to teach or simply sit in. (I prefer to wait for an invitation because I don�t 
want the presence of the pastor to make a teacher nervous or to hamper the dynamics of an 
already-established group.) 

      I�m also in the teaching rotation for our Thursday Bible Study at Magnolia Manor. 
 
What are some of the priorities you have for the Richmond Hill Church? 
       

My work here is shaped by the excellent covenant developed by the Pastor Nominating 
Committee, approved by the Session and Presbytery, and sent to the congregation prior to my 
election. While you and I will do a lot of different things together � a lot! �  I plan to invest 
significant time and energy and prayer into these five areas: 
 
         Vision & Planning 
         Worship & Preaching 
         Equipping Leaders & Work Groups 
         Pastoral Care & Congregational Ministry 
         Outreach to Guests & Newcomers 
 
      That�s the summary list for my first year here. You and I and God will adapt the priorities as fits 
our church for future years.  
  
  
      Do you have other questions, either for publication in future newsletters or just to satisfy your 
own curiosity? Just ask. 
 
 
============================== 
Future File 
 
Mark your calendar for the following upcoming events at RHPC: 
  
First Sundays: Ways Station Can Collections 
 
Aug. 3:        VBS Surfin� at Morning Worship 
Aug. 10:      Sunday School Promotion (11am) 
Aug. 17:      SS Classes in new age groups (9:45) 
Oct. 17-19:  RHPC at Seafood Festival 
Nov. 9:       Dinner on the Grounds 
Dec. 14:      A Night of Music 
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From the Session 
 

We met on June 8 and had a very productive 
meeting. As announced in the bulletin and by Pastor 
Greg, he is taking steps to organize a senior adult 
ministry. As stated in this column before, several 
people have mentioned an interest in this type of 
ministry. RHPC already has a vibrant and active 
ministry for children and teenagers, which involves 
the young married. This is an important aspect of 
any church, because we are literally training and 
growing the church of tomorrow. Sometimes, it�s 
easy to forget that seniors still have a lot to give and 
are willing to give of their experience and wisdom 
gained just by virtue of the fact they have lived to be 
seniors, so it�s exciting to know this group will be 
organized and not only ministered to, but also 
perhaps called into its own ministry. Since I �are� 
one, I�m looking forward to how this will be 
developed. Stay tuned and offer your time and 
talents to getting this off the ground. 
 

With reference to pew cushions, we have 
received a sample cushion with fabric samples.  
Although this might not be the right time to proceed 
with this project, Annette and I will be meeting with 
the company representative on his trip to Savannah 
in early July so we can have personal contact with 
each other. We are hopeful he might have time to 
come to RH to see our sanctuary and that might 
give him more inspiration on how he might help us. 
There are many things that need to be considered 
before moving forward, including the possibility of 
future expansion of the sanctuary and what that 
might mean for consistency and uniformity, so this 
will not be happening in the immediate future. 
 

Have a wonderful and safe holiday on July 4 
and if you are traveling, be extra careful.  
Remember how blessed we are to live in this 
country we call the United States of America and 
although lots of negative things are going on all 
around us, God has blessed us with a wonderful 
country and we need to remember all the things that 
made us great in the beginning. We are still �One 
Nation, Under God.� My prayer is that we never 
forget, and this never changes for political 
correctness or any other reason. 
 

Please be sure to make a note on your 
calendars for July 20 at 4:00 when we can witness 
Pastor Greg becoming our installed pastor.  This is 
a time when officials of the Presbytery will be here 

and a good time to let them taste RHPC hospitality. 
We would really like to see our church family turn 
out for this special occasion. It should be a very 
meaningful experience for all of us. 
 
God bless, 
Barbara Wright, Clerk 
 
Christian Education 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008 
 

BEACH PARTY SURFIN THROUGH THE 
SCRIPTURES! 

 
July 27th � 31 st and August 3rd Worship service 
 
Everyone is invited to ride the wave of God�s love at 
this summer�s Vacation Bible School, Beach Party: 
Surfin through the Scriptures.  The fun begins July 
27th through July 31st   ending on Sunday August 
3rd.  This program is a celebration of God�s love 
and a chance for children to learn new Beach Be-
Attitudes.  Each lesson will be supported with Bible 
stories, music, crafts, games and snacks.  . 
 
There will be classes for all ages (including Adults).  
Registration forms are available at Richmond Hill 
Presbyterian Church.  Registrations are 
recommended but not mandatory. 
 
The times for Vacation Bible School are;  
Dinner    M-T-W         6:00 � 6:30PM 
 

Classes   S-M-T-W    6:30 - 8:30PM 
 

Ice cream Social and Progam    Thurs.   6:30PM 
 

Sunday Worship        11:00AM 
 
Please join our Beach Party as we Surf the 
Scriptures.  For more information please contact 
Debbie Sisco at 756-3992 Home, 756-5828 Work or 
dsisco@coastal-am.com  Look forward to Surfing 
with you. 
 
Debbie Sisco 
 
 

Psalm of the Month for July 
Psalm 40 

I waited patiently for the Lord��  
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Our bandage rolling evening on the 10th of June 
was a lovely time of friendship and fellowship. 
Everyone enjoyed a good meal and delicious 
dessert after the huge effort of turning out a record 
number of bandages.  We filled the room with happy 
conversation, banter, and laughter that truly 
embodied the spirit of �making a joyful noise to the 
Lord.� 
 

Nineteen ladies joined us for this evening which 
also included another agenda. We honored our 
beloved friend Debbie Sisco with the Presbyterian 
Women Honorary Life Membership. This is well 
deserved recognition of a woman who has and 
does, participate fully in the life of our church. 
Debbie has been the PW Moderator, Clerk of 
Session, Sunday School teacher, leader of Vacation 
Bible School and many other tasks.  She does this 
all quietly, efficiently and just gets the job done.  
She is also a lifelong Presbyterian right here in 
Richmond Hill.  The Sisco family will soon have four 
generations as members of this church. 
 

The Honorary Life Membership Pin symbolizes 
the following values: 

• The caring supportive hands represent 
women who seek to build an inclusive 
community of Presbyterian Women. 

• The leaf represents growth of our personal 
and corporate response to Jesus Christ as 
we nurture our faith. 

•  The dove indicates our work for peace in 
our own lives and throughout the World, in 
the globe. 

• At the center of the design is the cross, by 
which our sins are forgiven and we are free 
to live in Christ.   

• The overall design is of a butterfly, a symbol 
of newness in Christ. 

We are humbled to have a  Honorary Lifetime  
Member in our midst.  God Bless you Debbie. 

 
We welcomed in our midst Nicole Sisco, Marcia 
Gillispie, and our Session Clerk Barbara Wright 
(presenting the award to Debbie), Ouieda Sisco  
(our wonderful silent member who does so much 
work for the Presbyterian women and the church), 
Kathy Prusa and all our faithful regulars. 
 

Lastly, Presbyterian Women join in wishing two of 
our happy band a speedy recovery from their 
unfortunate injuries. Susan Davis and Joan Chase � 
we pray that the hand of the Lord will be over both 
of you. 
 
Presbyterian Women are in recess during July and 
August, but we will meet again on the second 
Tuesday of September, to carry on with our busy, 
exciting projects and fellowship. 
 
Thelma Considine - Moderator 
 
Commitment Witness & Service 
 

Our committee has been blessed with Greg 
joining us at our last two meetings.   We are always 
looking for better ways to serve the Church and the 
community through our fellowship, mission and 
outreach activities.  Greg will bring experience and 
enthusiasm to our work that is much appreciated by 
the committee.     

 
We thank Ricky Blanton for his leadership and 

enthusiasm.  He has not only been on the PNC, but 
he has also had challenges with Jennifer�s health 
and that of her father yet he remains vigilant in his 
role as chairman. 
 

This coming month we will be involved with the 
service when Greg Gillispie is ordained by 
Presbytery as our pastor. This is a wonderful 
happening in the life of our church and we hope 
everyone in the congregation will be present at this 
auspicious occasion. 

 
Our committee is working at our talents survey 

and we are going to be actively canvassing the 
members of the congregation in the coming months. 
So hone your skills and look into your hearts to see 
how you can help to make our church a loving, 
connected family that honors God in the best 
possible way. 
 

Thelma Considine 
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To the Congregation of RHPC:  I am most grateful 
and truly humbled by the amazing outpouring of 
Christian love and caring that I have experienced 
from my friends at RHPC since my accident on 
June 14.  Your calls and cards, food and flowers 




