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News and Events of the Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church, Richmond Hill, Ga.

www.rhpchurch.com

2008

Farewell Dinner on the Grounds
Sunday, February 3™

There will be a Dinner on the Grounds
immediate after service on Sunday, 2-3-08, as
a farewell dinner for Dr. Bill Lindeman and his
wife Nancy. Please come and thank Bill for
the time he has spent with us at RHPC.
Please note that this will be replacing our
normal 2" Cup fellowship and family night
supper at the manse for the month of
February. See you there!

Annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner

. Please join us for our annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner on Tuesday, February 5th at
6:30pm at the Manse. This year it is our turn to
host St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church. There is a
sign up sheet in the narthex.
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Calendar for February

Every Sunday
Nursery 09:45AM 12:00PM
Sunday School 09:45 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Children s Church 11:15 AM
Every Wednesday:
Children s Choir 3:30 PM
Adult Choir 7:00 PM
Youth Fellowship 7:00 PM
Every Monday: PNC Meeting 7:00 PM
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Pastor s Page

You d think | d get used to writing articles like this g iven how many times | ve had to say good-bye in my
work as an interim minister. Perhaps resigned to or a cclimated might be more accurate. | ve done it
enough to realize that saying good-bye is very important for both you and for me. It can never be taken
lightly. | ve done it enough to realize that saying good-bye is also saying hello. (More about that later.)

The fact is, | never get used to it.

Because | do this so regularly, it s easy for me to think of this as routine. It s just one more good-bye. No
sense in fighting it; you know it s going to happen, | say to myself, like cleaning the house over again
after the kids have just come home. It s inevitable. Hey, it s just one more good-bye.

But then | stop to realize that this good-bye is not routine for you. The truth is that good-byes are never
routine. When we think they are, the grief that accompanies them only hangs around that much longer,
with all those prickly, tarpaper feelings, keeping us stuck in whichever one has our own name on it. And
we stay right there until we work through it. Saying good-bye and the grief that accompanies it takes time.

No, this is not just one more good-bye. This one is different for me because of what you have taught me
about hanging in there and not giving up. This one is different for me because of what you have taught me
about enthusiasm. | used to think | knew all about enthusiasm. Why, on some days | thought | was a
walking definition of enthusiasm. Until I met you.

You redefined enthusiasm as you jumped into leadership roles for the first time! You rewrote the book as
you led committees and guided mission studies and organized church-wide events! You set new
standards as you led the church into serving Richmond Hill and the world through all kinds of mission
opportunities! You became the example of a connectional church as you reconnected with the presbytery
and the larger Church through learning events, leadership training, and presbytery meetings! And let s not
forget a youth group that leads the presbytery in participation at the annual Youth Connect!

As you can see, this is not just one more good-bye . Not for you. Not for me.

This good-bye for you is really a big hello . You ar e saying hello to a new found confidence you ve
received from leading yourselves. You are saying hello to a well-earned sense of pride that comes from
looking back over your shoulder to see how far you ve come! You are saying hello to a God of grace who
has always and forever believed in you, knowing that you had it in you all the time! Perhaps God was only
waiting for you to believe in you as well.

For a very long time now | have been convinced that people come into your life for a reason churches

too. Perhaps it is because that when they do, they always leave a little of themselves behind. | ve come to
believe that a little bit of each church that | serve is going to get passed around in all my future
relationships. That is especially true for Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church. It is true because | have been
changed by knowing you. I m not the same person | was when we first met in September, 2006. Neither
are you. | think God knew that from the very first moments while creating us. A little of us rubs off on each
other for better or for worse because we are made to live in community to live with, listen to, and

learn from each other. Hopefully, in the process, we pay attention closely enough to realize that God has
been in the center of it all, all along.

Thank you again for the privilege of allowing me to be here as we have shared our stories on this journey
together. You see, that story is very sacred. That story is the very Word of God that is still being written as
we live together in the light of God s unending story with us. May you never lose your enthusiasm!

Shalom,
Bill




Continued from page 1, col. 1

News & Announcements/Session

Shrove Tuesday is the term used to refer to the
day after Shrove Monday and before Ash
Wednesday. This day is also known as Pancake
Day or Pancake Tuesday, because it is
customary to eat pancakes on this day.

The word shrove is a past tense of the English
verb "shrive," which means to obtain absolution
for one’s sin by confessing and doing penance.
Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the shriving
(confession) that Anglo-Saxon Christians were
expected to receive immediately before Lent.

The reason that pancakes are associated with the
day preceding Lent is that the 40 days of Lent
form a period of liturgical fasting, during which
only the plainest foodstuffs may be eaten.
Therefore, rich ingredients such as eggs, milk,
and sugar are disposed of immediately prior to the
commencement of the fast. Pancakes and
doughnuts were therefore an efficient way of using
up these perishable goods, besides providing a
minor celebratory feast prior to the fast itself.

From the Session

As with last year, we begin this year in a state of
transition. We are saying good-bye to our Interim,
Dr. Lindeman, who has served us well for 15
months. We are uncertain at this time what the
future holds for us insofar as an Installed Pastor is
concerned, but, for sure, we are much closer now
than we have been. The PNC has been working
very hard, has given updates to Session each
month, along with answering questions at
congregational meetings. It is our prayer that we
are getting close to the end of this process and
will soon be welcoming our new pastor.

New officers have been installed and committee
assignments made. Bill has trained us well for the
work we are to do and we covet your prayers as
we undertake these responsibilities. The
congregation of RHPC deserves the best, and it is
our desire to deliver that to you as best we can.
We will be open to suggestions and comments
(hopefully favorable ones, but constructive ones
will be received as well) because, after all, we are
here to serve you.

We offer our thanks to those officers who rotated

off at the end of 2007. You and your hard work will be
missed and we hope you will still be available for input
and assistance when called upon. You have a wealth

of experience that we would like to tap into.

On a personal note, your new clerk has undertaken
an awesome responsibility, has huge shoes to fill in
following George Boroughs, who has been such an
excellent clerk. | ask that you bear with me as |
perform these duties and forgive any blunders that
are made. It is an honor to be asked to fill this position
and | promise you | will do my very best, with God s
help and guidance.

Now, let s move forward and have the best year ever
for RHPC, fulfilling our mission statement and
obtaining all those hopes, wishes and dreams we
talked about in preparation for our new pastor. God
bless.

Barbara Wright, Clerk of Session

New Members

Marty and Christine Zdanowicz joined our church
on the 27" of January. They moved to Richmond Hill
in July 2004 and have been active in our church for
about 5 months. Initially, it was Marty s job that moved
them here. He works as a Professor in Pharmacology
at South University in Savannah. This is also where
Christine works as an Administrative Assistant in the
School of Pharmacology. Originally from Long Island,
NY, they say they love the weather here (without all
the snow!!). They each still have family to love and
care for. Marty s brother lives in Brooklyn while
Christine s dad is in New Jersey and her mother lives
in N.C. When they aren t in church or busy working,
they love to be outdoors with the kids. The kids are
Alex, who is 9 and Olivia who is 7. Both children were
born in Russia where Marty and Christine adopted
them. Alex says he loves karate and to build things
and Olivia loves to read and play sports. Welcome
Marty, Christine, Alex and Olivia!

Karen Martinez joined our church on the 27" of
January, 2008. Karen is married to Anthony and has
three sons, 11 year old triplets, Andrew, Nathan and
Philip. The boys are in 6™ grade and are active in Boy
Scouts and the Youth Group. The Martinez s moved
here last summer from Rome, Georgia, where Karen
was an active member of the First Presbyterian




Church. She is already busy in our church,
attending the Seekers Sunday School class and
helping to supervise youth functions. Welcome!

Freda and Walter Gerzel joined our Church on
Sunday January 27, 2008. They have been
Presbyterians for 70 years. They were members of
New Life Presbyterian Church at Fruitland Park in
Florida for 11 years. They are both from Ohio but
have lived in Cape Corral, Orlando, Leesburg,
Florida and Pooler, GA. They moved to Magnolia
Manor on the Coast in August, 2007.

Mr. Gerzel retired after 16 years as assistant
Postmaster and Mrs. Gerzel retired after 25 years
operating a Florist. The have 3 children, all
baptized in the Presbyterian Church. They, also,
have 9 Grand Children, 17 Great Grand Children
and one Great Great Grand Child. Each child is
loved equally.

They see the potential for Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church to have substantial growth in
membership, activities and in Spiritual closeness
with Jesus Christ.

Welcome to all our new members!

Worship Committee

AS WE MOVE INTO THE NEW YEAR

Ring out the old! Ring in the new! We have new
elders and deacons in office and new committee
members, all looking forward to a new year in the
church! In Isaiah 43:19-22 God says, Look, | am
about to do something new. Now it begins to
happen! Do you not recognize it? Yes, | will make
a road in the desert and paths in the wilderness.

Our Worship Committee has two new members
now. Sue Turner and Evan Garrett have come on
board to join Patsy Miller, Susan Davis and Mark
Scott in our continuing commitment to make our
worship experiences creative, inspiring and
meaningful to everyone who attends. Please feel
free to pass along any comments, suggestions or
guestions you may have about any of our worship
services to any member of our Worship Committee.

We are currently making all the necessary
arrangements to fill the pulpit following Bill s
departure to Winston-Salem, NC. John Bressler

from Statesboro, whom we ve all enjoyed here
before, has agreed to lead our worship services for
us from February 17 through March 30. We look
forward to having John with us during this time.

Our next celebration of communion will be February
10 which is the first Sunday of Lent. Easter arrives
early this year (March 23) so we re also formulating
plans for our Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and
Easter services as well.

This is an exciting time in the life of Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church, as we lean forward into the
future to anticipate all the good things God surely
holds in store for us!

Christian Education Committee

The downstairs adult Sunday school class, The
Disciples, will be starting a new series from Dr. R.
C. Sproul on Feb. 3. Entitled Dust to Glory, it is a
study of Scripture tracing the progress of
redemption from creation to consummation.

We welcome anyone who would like to attend.

Presbyterian Women

Our first meeting of 2008 took place on Thursday
17" January and we had a very good turnout on a
wet and cool evening. The fellowship was
wonderful and we set our outreach goals for 2008.
We are ready to accomplish these tasks with
anticipation and open hearts. It was so good to
have Candy Exley, Elizabeth Hanafin, Hallie
Caldwell and Frances Meeks present, together with
our regular ladies.

We hope you will be able to join with us regularly to
swell our numbers and of course our manpower and
brain power pool. If any lady in the congregation
would like to join us and does not like to drive at
night, we will gladly arrange to fetch you and get
you safely home.

The Presbyterian women are an amazing group.
They are loving, dedicated and nurturing people,
who bring much to the overall well being of our
church as a whole. We are proud to serve
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church, as women who
reach out into the community to help others less
fortunate than ourselves.

We meet eight times a year January to May and







