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August

From the Session

What a wonderful time in the life of the
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church. On the 20th of
July 2008, the Savannah Presbytery installed
Reverend Greg Gillispie as our new pastor. During
the installation service, Rev. Gillispie was charged
byt he Reverend Greg Gari g
only the congregationés
the community, as the church reaches out to those
who are hurting or that need be uplifted spiritually.
Lamar Thomas, anel der from Gr eg/
in Charlotte challenged all of us to be exemplary
servants, to be bold and take risks as we seek to
serve others in the community. The final charge
was issued to the congregation by Dr. John
Bressler. (He always places our congregation on a
pedestal and for good reasons.) He urged every
member to remain as kind, loving and considerate
as he had experienced in his temporary pastoral
leadership here. He encouraged us to care for
Greg and Marcia to help them by letting them know
how they can best serve the church.

Calendar for August
Every Sunday

Nursery 9:45AM i1 12:00PM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Childrends ChillrlsAM
Every Wednesday:

Childrends Cha30PM
Adult Choir 7:00 PM
Youth Fellowship 7:00 PM

Every Thursday
Magnolia Manor Bible Study 10:00 AM

Continued on page 4
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AUG Event Time Place
3 Canned goods for
Ways Station
3 VBS Finale 10:45 am | Sanctuary
3 Deacons meeting 12:30 pm | Church House
Budget & .
5 Stewardship 7:00 pm Church House
10 Promotion Sunday 11:00 am | Sanctuary
10 2nd Cup 12:30 pm | Church House
New Members invited .
10 0 join RHPC 6:30 pm Church House
10 Session meeting 6:30 pm Church House
11 Chrls_tlan Education 7:00 pm Church House
meeting
16 Breakfast/Work Day 8:00 am Church Property
17 New Sunday Sc_hool 9:45 am Church House
age groups begin
Dinner on the .
17 Grounds 12:30 pm | Church Property
19 Worship committee 7:00 pm | Church House
24 CW&S meeting 12:30 pm | Church House
Senior adults
27 3rd Wed. Lunch 11:30 am | Church House
Budget & .
26 Stewardship 7:00 pm Church House

]
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From the Pastor

In celebration of our celebrations!

We have been blessed by God through such a w
pick some of the highlights of July at Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church. Buy, welhave only just
begun, and there are some great highlights to come in August too.

July 20 was a terrific festival day! So many of our members have spoken with me about how meani
it was to intertwine the past, present and future in our ratieb of my formal installation as your pastor. |
agree. The morning worship service included the rededication of the refurbished communion plates, p
and cup filler whichwere first used at the Bryan Neck Church in 1871. Those pieces, along weh ot
communion ware which were added to our collection in the 1990s as the RHPC congregation grew,
used together each time we <celebrate the grad
appreciation to yours for the work of the worsbgmmittee, the skills of a jeweler, and the generosity of thg
donors which made this happen.

The Presbytery of Savannah conducted a worship service that afternoon at Richmond Hill to for
mar k the beginning of R H Biteréarss, aspastom@lnndtallatiensist aobeaatifue
blend of music, preaching, praise, advice and blessing. | thank each person who played a role to prep
the day, lead the worship service, provide the delightful reception afterwards. The day waseewidew
God answered your prayers over the past two vy
responded to prayers from me, my family and m
and opportunity.

Our parentsrbm North Carolina and Alabama and our friends from Charlotte remarked how delightf
you welcomed them here for the big weekend. Thankiyand thanks be to Goid for the multitude of
ways you showed the heart and hospitality of Richmond Hill to myeid\guests and to the representativeg
of the presbytery.

With all that July brought, there is much m
were well over 70 people preegi st ered as participants,h [Peaard
Vacation Bible School . Still, webve expanded t

Sunday morning worship service on August 3 will allow our entire congregation and our guests to @
hi ghlight s o-buldingfen. weekdés faith

At the urging of our Christian Education Com
into the 11:00 worship. On August 10 we will honor the students who move into a new grade grouping
Sunday School, bless the teachers, adrate the dozens upon dozens who seek to deepen their Bibli
knowledge and Christian faith.

Also this month, there will be an athurch picnic to mark the beginning of a new program year;Hast
reports from our youp,andmobre gppodunities feracomgragatiénl andr pastbrat
grow together in faith and in love and in mission. God is at work, making it sewagimonth atRHPC is
chockfull of reasons to celebrate.

Wishing you the Peace and Joy of Jesus,
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Some modifications on the way for
order of worship elements

August will bring some adjustments to the
order of some of the elements of Sunday morning
worship at Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church.
With the endorsement of the worship committee
and session, Pastor Greg has consolidated a
number of ideas and suggestions which he has
gathered over the past few months.

Here are some of the reasons for the changes.
There are two main ways people prefer to prepare
for and enter worship. Some people enjoy the
fellowship aspect of arriving at a sanctuary. There
is great blessing from conversation, checking in
with others in the household of faith, welcoming
newcomers, and spreading an atmosphere of
hospitality to everyone. Meanwhile some people
prefer to have a time to transition from daily life
into a place and mood of sanctuary. Silence,
meditation, prayer and worshipful music can make
the worship hour more meaningful.

Even though it is impossible to do both
simultaneously, both are valid and both are
Biblical. We will seek to honor both ways with the
new format.

One other consideration is that when
congregational singing starts at 10:45 or so, a first-
time guest might feel awkward entering into a
worship service which they perceive has already
started, even though our publicity has told them
that 11:00 is our worship time.

Starting August 17, the congregation is
encouraged to be in the sanctuary and seated at
10:50. During those ten minutes, there will be time
to share announcements, celebrate birthdays,
hear moments for mission, and say Hello to fellow
worshipers. The songs which have been during
the gathering time will move into the body of the
main worship service. This will draw most of the
news and the announcements into one block, prior
to worship.

Then, at 11:00, the service will formally begin.
Often there will be music to draw us together into a
spirit of worship. Some weeks this may be a series
of praise songs by the congregation. Other weeks
it could be instrumental music or a special piece
from soloists or our chic
worship theme will be best served by silent
meditation, simple prayers, or some other act of
preparation. The early moments after 11:00 will
serve as a transition into a spiritual focus.

The rest of the service will usually follow the
recent pattern with which regular attendees are

familiar. This order of worship will be reevaluated
after a three-month trial. Please share your
guestions and suggestions with the pastor or any
member of the worship committee.

Keep AThe 1

It comes from the nGr
Jesus himself. The missi
founding calls for it. The self-study which was part
of the search for Past o
also noted the ongoing need for outreach:

Quest

1. We are located in a fast growing community and
know that we have a responsibility to tap into this
growth and share the Good News with those
already here and those moving in.

2. While growth is important, we desire to grow
without losing the sense of intimacy we feel we
have as a family of Christian men, women and
children. We need to continue to be a source of
fellowship, comfort and inspiration for each other.

-- from our Church Information Form, 6/15/20(Q

I n response to Greg G
on fAThe 1 Thing, o0 the e
voted to encourage each board, committee and
group to ensure that friend-making for Jesus be a
consideration in every deliberation and action of the
congregation.

The following question can be one way to help
the church to be the church to the growing
Richmond Hill area.

AHow will this dec
life or faith of someone currently

beyondt hi s congr ega
There can be a balance between internal
ministry and beyond-the-walls mission. Some of our
activities will rightly be geared toward people who
are already part of this congregati o n . i
Questiono doesnoét al wa
determining factor in every decision. Still, the elders
and the pastor ask that this question be kept in
mind, prayed over, and discussed every time the
people of RHPC make a decision about what the
church needs to do next.

For further reading:
Matthew 28:1620 Mark 2:1-5
Luke 14:1223 John 4:3442
i The 1fWhd Evergone Craves and What Your

<

Church Can Delivero by T

Page 3




Continued from page 1

Session/Committee Reports

At first, there doesnbod
in these charges since as we know, we are all
responsible for caring for fellow church members
and others in the community in times of need. And
certainly, pastors know they are to be mindful of the
needs of communities in which they serve. But
these men, with many their years of experience in
service to God, sense something special has come
to pass. It was clear from their remarks as they
issued these charges, that they did so with the
knowledge that the congregation of the Richmond
Hill Presbyterian Church is extraordinarily unique in
its capabilities. Their years of experience also tell
them that this fimarri age
and the Gillispies is something special and that the
Holy Spirit has orchestrated all these events to
glorify God. From Dr
formulation of the church and its inevitable growth to
the selection of the Pulpit Nominating Committee
and the selection of the
church is taking shape right before our eyes.

So now, with Greg and Marcia secured in the
fold, we open a new chapter in the life of our
church. As we embark on this long journey, know
that we have been supremely equipped by God with
all the right tools in our tool chest to tackle and
capitalize on the tremendous opportunities that we
have before us. Everyone will play a part in the
churchdés future and in t
things that we will accomplish as a congregation.
Yes, it is truly an exciting and wonderful time to be a
servant i n Godobs ki ngdo
member of the Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church.

Worship Committee

AThe old and the newo
and futureo, were recur |
significant day in the history of RHPC on Sunday,
July 20. There was an excitement in the air that you
could sense as we moved through the worship
service and the activities surrounding the installation
of Pastor Greg as the second pastor in our history
here in Richmond Hill.

In our prayer of dedication Sunday morning we
gave thanks for the work that God had done in this
pl ace fAthrough the Presh
During the communion service we rededicated our
recently-refurbished sanctuary communion ware
(dating back to 1871) that had been passed down to
us from Bryan Neck Presbyterian Church some 17
years ago when we were still New Church
Development in the area.

Even our sanctuary flowers acknowledged the

themes of the day. They were placed to honor the
previous work of our Pastor Nominating Committee
and in memory of Evelyn Helmly on what would
have been her 74™ birthday. They were also meant

to glorify God and cel el
of Pastor Gregbs pastor a

At the installation service later in the afternoon,
we were reminded of it he

and that the ministry of the church is shared by the
pastor and the people. The questions from the
Presbyterian constitution were posed to Pastor
Greg and to the congregation for their response
followed by the signing of the covenant between
Pastor Greg and the congregation. We were
honored to have several members of the Savannah
Presbytery, officiating over the service and other
special guests who came to celebrate this
momentous occasion with us.

There was a genuine sense of a new day at
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church 7 a day where
we saw the value of preserving the best of the past,
to honor it and bring its memory along with us to
enrich our present and our future with a sense of
the commitment and
faitho who came before.

Christian Education

The Christian Education Committee reminds
everyone to participate in Promotion Sunday on
August 10. We will recognize our Sunday School
Students with promotion certificates during the
11:00 worship service as they graduate to the next
level. That morning the children will attend their
current classes, but on the 17th those who go into a
new grade level will move to their new classes.

Speaking of Sunday School, everyone will
agree that we cannot s a
our Sunday School teachers. It takes a lot of
preparation to be ready for the tough questions that
children ask. Perhaps the best way to express our
appreciation to our teachers is to be prepared to
offer them qualified substitutes when the need
arises. With that in mind, the CE Committee
requests that members of the church who are
interested in teaching Sunday School or
volunteering to pleasedndicati
your interest to Alan Garrett or Kathy Prusa as a
ATrai n t é&sessidhrisabeingeptanned. We
are trying to work out the logistics and need total
numbers for planning purposes. Thank you!

In His Service,
The CE Committee
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oGetting to

Intheearl y weeks of Gregb6)]
of the church were encouraged to fill out a short
guestionnaire, in order that he and his family could
more quickly get to know you. Dozens of
households have done so. Others still have the
opportunity to do so.

In the interest of mutual connections, here is
how Marcia Gillispie filled out this questionnaire
about the pastoros f amil

Gregory Allen & Marcia Kosko Gillispie
Married 10 years, on August 1

912-312-5196

553 Bristol Way 31324 (Main Street subdivision)

Family:
Zach, age 8, third grade
Ben, age 6 %2, second grade

Gregbs parents, retired
Younger brother and family in Jacksonville, AL
Younger brother and family in Sioux Falls, SD

Marci adbs Dad is deceased
Mom is in Cherokee, NC
Older brother in Arlington, VA

Older brother in Cherokee, NC

Marci abs Vocation:

Nurse (RN, worked in psychiatry many years)
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Currently, a stay at home mom, at least until our
house is a little more settled and the boys go back
to school.

Has also worked in sales, marketing, and hospital
community relations

Marci aébs Hobbies and I nt
Outings with family, cooking, cake decorating,
exercising, reading, theatre, travel, the mountains,
needlework, attempting to garden

Enjoys meatless cooking, prefers eating chicken

and fish, rather than red meat.

Directions to Our House:

Harris Trail (W of Richmond Hill High School)
Turn on Bristol, into Main Street neighborhood
Continue through 2 traffic circles

1.5 blocks past 2™ traffic circle

White house (black shutters) is on the left

: e o "h-.i;'&y- fouoeizaly ':.._:

Presbyterian Women

Everyone in the congregation will surely agree
that July has been a wonderful month in the life of
our church.

The Sunday at Bryan Neck church was both
interesting and informative. The roots of our church
here in Richmond Hill go way back and we have
some families who are connected to these early
Presbyterians.

The senior members have banded together
and promise to be a formidable and enthusiastic
bunch. Look out for the Seafood Festival and our
peanut boiling gang.

Our wonderful youth went off on their mission
trip and we were proud of our large number of
happy, eager young folk who participated. Well
done our young ambassadors !!!

The most wonderful event though, was the
installation of Greg as our new pastor and now it is
all official.

Our PNC can relax and know that this is a job

well done, judging by all the happy faces and the
wonderful service this past Sunday.
For all of us it was a blessing to be a part of this, to
meet the extended families and friends of Greg and
Marcia, together with representatives from
Presbytery and other churches.

On behalf of Presbyterian women | wish to
thank all the ladies of the church who once again
put on the most wonderful spread, for the get
together after the service.

We are truly blessed to have such talented
and gracious hostesses in our church. Also a
special thanks to Annette Daniel for organizing all
the food, and on a hot day our thanks to Burnard
Exley and Ricky Blanton for the drinks.

We all look forward to VBS starting this
weekend and know that Debbie and her helpers
will ensure a great time in our church life.

Ladies enjoy the last of the summer holidays,
we meet again on the second Thursday in
September, when we look forward to happy
fellowship together.

Thelma Considine
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Seniorsdé6 Activitie

An energetic group of seniors met in July for our
first gathering of older adults. Each month, several
people will take charge of planning a group meal and
program.

The next event is Wednesday, August 20th at
11:30 a.m. in the Church House. Anyone who is
interested is invited.

Generally, older adults will meet together on the
third Wednesday of the month. The dates, times and
locations though are subject to change, depending on
the program, trip or activity scheduled each month.

One topic which will come up in the near future is
to develop a catchy, descriptive name for this group.
There is no restriction on what age a person has to be
to participate in these activities. You can make it a
habit to attend every month, or drop in whenever a
promoted event intrigues you.

If you are interested in similar activities but
lunchtime Wednesday rarely fits your schedule, speak
up. There can be other small group events arranged,
weekdays, evenings or weekends, to get people with
common interests together for fun, friendship and
more.

Hats Off to Tami Garrett!

Tami Garrett does so much for Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church. She directs the youth group,
coordinating fund raisers, youth activities, youth
mission trips. She maintains the church website,
serves on the Burnt Church Cemetery committee,
creating the spread sheet that committee still uses,
and much, much more. She manages to balance all
of this while she works full time, has to travel on job
related business, is married to Alan, has two
wonderful sons, Graham and Evan, and travels to
North Carolina regularly to help care for her aging
mother. Her love and service for the Lord is obvious.

Since November of 2006, Tami also edited, and
compiled this monthly newsletter, Happenings. This
requires countless time verifying activities, contacting
committees to get their newsletter articles, formatting
the newsletter, and maintaining the email list to assure
everyone has the opportunity to know what is
AHappeni atRAPCh e r e

To say the very least, Tami is one of the most
talented people | know. We certainly want to thank
Tami for all the love she put into creating and
maintaining our newsletter. T a mi decided
spend more time on the RHPC website. To help her
accomplish this, | have taken the responsibility of the
AHappeni ngso. I only hope

In His Service,
Bobbie Lynes
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Kyra Finley b.8/1
Greg & Marcia Gillispie w.8/1
Tim & Helen Proffitt w.8/1
Carol Benjamin b.8/2
J. T. Sasser b.8/2
John & Michelle Wilson w.8/3
Bob & Hallie Caldwell w.8/4
David Summerlin b.8/6
Leon & Charlotte Scott w.8/7
Alex Levine b.8/9
Janie & Woody Moore w.8/9
Tom & Kathy Prusa w.8/9
Rob Rooker b.8/10
Betsy Wilson b.8/12
Tom Prusa b.8/18
Frank Sisco b.8/18
Chris Hester b.8/19
Kara Olsoe b.8/20
Gene McAllister b.8/21
Doug Durrance b.8/22
Jep Hudspeth b.8/22
Deanna Hardy b.8/25
Irma Humphrey b.8/25
Bill & Norma Johnston w.8/26
Karen Martinez b.8/26
Sue Turner b.8/26
Rick & Holley Bensman w.8/29
Burnard Exley b.8/30
Scott Benjamin b.8/31
Tami Garrett b.8/31
Kiki James b.8/31
Courtenay Sisco b.8/31
Psalm of the Month for August

Psalm 119
nél respect and |
I wi | | medi tate

oV
on

Ask for a special devotional guide this month, to

help you use this psalm throughout August.
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